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   Terry Janson

Manager's Message...
Electricity Demand Expected to Grow

 Though much has 
changed since we fi rst 
began electrifying rural 
Kansas, many concerns 
remain the same. We 
are again facing a grow-
ing demand for elec-
tricity and a shortage 
of  generation capacity. 
 During the next 10 
to 20 years, Kansas will need 600 
to 700 megawatts (MW) of  base-
load power, which is power that is 
available 24-hours a day, 365 days 
a year. Coal and nuclear power are 
the lowest cost base-load genera-
tion, with natural gas generation 
ranging from two to three times 
higher than coal, depending on the 
price of  gas. 
 In central and western Kan-
sas, about half  of  our electricity 
is generated from coal. The rest 
is generated from natural gas and 
wind. Sunfl ower Electric Power 
Corporation and Mid-Kansas 
Electric Company (MKEC) and its 

member-owner, The 
Victory Electric Coop-
erative, are proponents 
of  wind. Included in 
our generation portfo-
lio are 100.4 MW of  
wind, 50.4 MW from 
the Smoky Hills Wind 
Farm and 50 MW 
from the Gray County 

Wind Farm. 
 We have not only met the gov-
ernor's goal of  10 percent wind by 
2010, but became the fi rst utility in 
Kansas to commit to the national 
25 by 25 renewable plan. Through 
Sunfl ower, we are a founding 
member of  the National Renew-
able Cooperatives Organization.
 Wind is used at every oppor-
tunity, but since the wind does not 
blow all the time, it is not consid-
ered a base load generation source 
or a reliable source of  generation. 
Unfortunately, the Kansas wind 
blows the most in January during
            Cont. on pg. 16-B

happy thanksgiving!!
VEC will be closed on Nov. 27 & 28

 in observance of  the holiday.
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	 As a child living 
near Ainsworth, 
Neb., I remember 
our house was heat-
ed by a large coal-
burning stove in our 
living room. It had 
small eizing glass 
windows lighted by 
the fire inside with a 

Cont. from pg 16-A
 the night, and with Kansas being a summer 
peaking state, we need the most power in the 
summer months.  When the wind isn’t blow-
ing, our natural gas plants must be used. 
	 For example, our two wind locations 
(Montezuma and Ellsworth) were produc-
ing power for only 34 percent of  the time in 
the months of  June, July and August 2008. 
Therefore, we had to use our gas plants for 
66 percent of  the hours during those peri-
ods. 

Planning for the Future
	 To meet the growing demand for energy, 
we know that we must utilize all our resourc-
es: coal, natural gas, wind, and other renew-
ables. A 2008 study by the U.S. Department 
of  Energy substantiates this by predicting 
that our nation’s demand for electricity will 
increase 27 percent by 2030, and at that 
time our nation’s energy portfolio will be 54 
percent coal, 18 percent nuclear, 14 percent 
natural gas, and 13 percent renewables.
	 In our mission to provide you with reli-
able power at an affordable price, Victory 
Electric and the five electric cooperatives 
that own Sunflower Electric, along with our 
project partners, are developing the Hol-
comb Expansion Project. 
	 These coal units, which will be among 
the cleanest in the world, will bring 200 
megawatts of  much needed base load energy, 
along with net benefits of  over $5.3 billion 
to Kansans.
	 The local region will grow and benefit 
from the more than 1,500 jobs available 
during the construction period. And at full 
operation, the plant will add nearly 250 full 
time positions.
	 Co-ops were formed and are owned by 
people like you who believe in the value of  
teamwork, courage, and vision – the same 
principles we will continue to use in serving 
your electric needs.
					     'Til next time, TJ

Manager's Message:
Electricity Demand

chrome foot rest for us to warm our cold feet 
– Nebraska winters were cold! 
	 My sister and I rode a horse to a rural, one 
room, country school where all eight elemen-
tary grades were taught by one teacher. The 
school was a mile and a half  from our home. 
We walked when the weather was nice. When 
the weather was cold, Dad brought our pony 
to the house, placed a large blanket over the 
saddle, placed my sister and I in the saddle. 
He then pinned the folds of  the blanket over 
our lower bodies with large safety pins – called 
blanket pins – and we were on our way to 
school.
	 Later when I was teaching in the rural 
schools in Hodgeman County, Kan., my first 
chore every winter morning was to start a fire 
in the coal or wood burning stove located near 
the center of  the room. Sometimes the stu-
dents formed a line and marched around the 
room a few times to warm up a bit. 
	 Rural electrification has changed all that, 
and we give thanks!
			   More to come, Nola

	 In 2007 at the age 95, Nola Ochs graduated 
from Fort Hays State University with a bachelor’s 
degree in general studies with an emphasis in his-
tory, making her the world’s oldest college graduate. 
In the following article, Nola reminiscences on her 
life experiences and the impact of  rural electrifica-
tion on rural communities.



 The Victory Elec-
tric Cooperative As-
sociation, Inc., would 
like to announce the 
11th annual Irriga-
tion and Technology 
Seminar.

 The seminar will be held on Feb 6, 2009, at 
Victory Electric’s offi ce located at 3230 N. 14th in 
Dodge City.
 If  you are an irrigator on Victory Electric's 
system, we will be sending invitations to the meet-
ing in late December and early January.
 Please feel free to come out and listen to the 
great lineup of  guest speakers and also visit with 
the exhibitors. 
 If  you have any questions, please call 620-227-
2139 and ask for Jerry.
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11th Annual Irrigation 
and Technology Seminar 

Scheduled

 Are you planning a vacation? Let us help 
with your travel plans. We offer a full-service 
travel Web site where users can book fl ights, 
crusies, vacations, hotel rooms and much, much 
more. 
 We recently changed the provider for our 
site to WorldVentures. Visit www.victoryelectric.
net and click on the link to WorldVentures. With 
this change, vistors to the Web site will see great 
prices and deals on travel arrangements.
 If  you have any questions or if  you would 
like more information, please contact Victory 
Electric and ask for Rae Jean.
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24/7 Protection against •	
power outages 
Easy installation •	
Hands-free operation •	
No manual starting, power •	
cords or refueling
Residential and commercial •	
models available

15 kW portable generator - ONLY $2,299
17.5 kW portable generator - ONLY  $2,799 
Both of the portable units come with a 50 amp 

manual transfer switch

17 kW residential generator - ONLY $3,695
This unit comes with a 100 amp automatic 

transfer switch.

For more information call  
1-800-279-7915 or

(620) 227-2139

The Victory Electric Co-op 
Electricians Service

No Job Too Big
or Too Small

Call us today and ask for Josh

1-800-279-7915
Residential•	
Commercial•	

Industrial•	
Agricultural•	


